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LA VOCE 
 Agosto 2020 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Hello Brothers and Sisters, 
It has been a tough month for the Lodge losing our beloved member Rick Tracy and not being able 
to gather to share our loss and express the wonderful joy that Rick brought to each of our lives. 
Finding ways to express these feelings has been a challenge during this pandemic.  Hopefully you 
had an opportunity to contribute to Rick’s tribute in this La Voce issue or attend the Zoom              
memorial.   
Showing up and being present to help members and members’ families in sickness or loss is one of 
the strongest and most endearing aspects of Northern Solano Lodge.  As your Lodge President I 
find these times exceptionally challenging to stay connected with everyone.  If you have some    
ideas on what we can do as a lodge to stay connected please call, text or send me an e mail.      
Mercatoman1@gmail.com or (209) 404-0692.   
Last week you should have received an e mail from the Northern Solano Lodge Nomination       
Committee, regarding the upcoming lodge officer elections. The committee includes Joe Niccoli, 
Don Cradduck and me. Every two years in October and November all lodges in CA and Nevada  
nominate and elect lodge officers for the coming two years.  This year will be a little more of a   
challenge since we most likely will not be meeting any time soon. The Nomination Committee     
believes they have put together a good plan for nominations and elections regardless of whether 
there is an in-person meeting.  
Frank Mossa, our current Vice President, is not going to be seeking the office of Lodge President 
but will continue to be very active in the lodge and its many activities.  Joe Niccoli, our current  
Master of Ceremonies and member of the Kitchen Crew, has expressed an interest in running for 
the office of Lodge President.   With his past military service, financial leadership role with Kaiser 
and long-term tenure on the Vacaville Planning Commission, I think that Joe would make an         
excellent President.  
I would like to encourage all of you to review the Lodge Officer positions and consider stepping  
forward to serve a two-year term on the Board.  If you have not served on the board before, good 
starting points may be the positions of trustee (we need five), Master or Mistress of Ceremonies or 
Guard. If you are interested in one of these positions please reach out to a member of the          
nomination committee.   
We are going to postpone our annual picnic for the time being and most likely we will not be able 
to have our annual Columbus Day celebration in October.  We are getting geared up for the Annual 
Albert Galli Holiday Wreath Fundraiser.  We are hoping to get all members involved with this      
fundraiser so we can replace the loss in revenue due to the cancellation of the Columbus Day               
celebration.  Please be on the lookout for information on the Holiday Wreath Fundraiser. 
Best regards,  Mark  
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Buon Anniversario 

Happy Anniversary to all members who are celebrating this month. Please  let Mark  
know of  your special  occasion  so we  can share  with your  Lodge Brothers and 
Sisters. 

Happy August Birthdays  

Rolf Urban    6th 

Guido Colla    9th 

Gloria Niccoli   12th 

Joel Feins    15th 

Patricia Galli   19th 

Gary Falati   21st 

Sandra Reece  21st 

Rachel Blackman 25th 

Fred Belli               28th 

Angela Caseza 29th 

Linda Feins  29th 

Jo Ann Beath  30th 

     SUNSHINE 

Hi All: 

Hope everyone is well and weathering this virus' limitations. 

Cards were sent to: 

Janice DePasquale                      sympathy card (Sister in Florida) 

Rick Tracy's Family                      sympathy card for Rick 

Stay well. Looking forward to being together sooner than later.  

Spread a little sunshine where ever you go! 

Sharon Rico 

GENE BRUNO ANNUAL PICNIC 

Unfortunately, with the current health situation it has been decided that we postpone our Annual 
Gene Bruno Picnic until a later date.  We will be monitoring the issues and will keep the Lodge      
members informed in the upcoming issues of the La Voce.  We know many of us are yearning for the 
return to normal when we will be able to gather with fellow Lodge members and put this memory 
behind us.   
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Brothers and Sisters, 

 
The Nominating Committee has put together a timeline for the nomination and election process. 
This timeline is per the Bylaws of the Grand Lodge of California. We are going to try to stick as 
closely to it given the constraints of Covid-19, and our inability to hold Lodge meetings in person. 

 

Our organization is increasing. We had a great membership growth year in 2019. We would love to 
get keep our organization vibrant and infused with a lot of new energy. Whether you have been a 
Lodge member for one year or twenty years, please consider serving on our Council. 

 

The timeline is as follows: 

October       1, 2020:   The formal nominating process will begin. We would like to know if you, as a 
current Council member, are interested in running for your current or another office. Anyone else 
interested in running for office, please let a member of the Nominating Committee know. We can 
have multiple  nominations for a particular office.  We need to fill five trustee positions.  We will 
inform you of the nominating process.  

October     22, 2020:   The nominating period will be closed. 

October     31, 2020:   The Nominating Committee will formulate the slate of Council positions and 
               eligible nominated candidates each office. 

November 19, 2020:  The Nominating Committee will send ballots listing candidates and Council 
          positions to all Lodge members eligible to vote.  

November 30, 2020: Voting will end. Votes will be tallied. Lodge members will be notified of the 
   results.   

 
 
If you have questions about the duties of any office please feel free to contact any member of the 
Nominating Committee. 
 
Stay well. 
Mark Rossi  (209-404-0692)     Don Cradduck   (707-372-5151)    Joe Niccoli (707-449-0128) 

 
 

NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS 

NORTHERN SOLANO LODGE #2534 

2021-2022 
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ORDER SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA 
NORTHERN SOLANO LODGE 2534 

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE  

RICK TRACY 

"My family is grateful that our Dad had a community to explore and celebrate his           
Italian-American heritage. He loved volunteering and treasured the cameratismo he found 
with you all. Thank you for being  buoni amici to Rick." 

James Tracy and Family 
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     Truly one of the most giving persons we have ever had the privilege to know, Rick was     
always there for everyone.  Our memories will always be of his generosity whether it be  
giving of his time to join fellow Lodge members at the food bank, sharing his love for his 
Christmas displays, Snoopy and taking pictures at every Lodge meeting and functions.  Rick 
really enjoyed playing cards and was always willing to share his home with us for card night 
and soup and salad nights   We will miss the many picture boards he created and displayed 
at all our meetings and fundraisers. Perhaps the thing we will miss the most is his great 
smile and love for his Italian heritage.   His passing leaves a big hole in our hearts and our 
Lodge.  He will be deeply missed.  Rest in Peace Brother Rick. 

Don and Jeanne Cradduck 

 

     Rick was a good friend, he was always busy helping family, friends, acquaintances he just 
met. He always had a story to tell, you stop by to drop off something and you spent half an 
hour just talking about nothing and everything. I do not know how the subject would start 
but it always ended on a good note. He loved his garden and plants and would love to get 
cuttings or bulbs to plant in his garden that was already filled with flowers he tended to in 
between helping everyone around him. I called him the day before his surgery to wish him 
luck, he was still in the garden fixing his irrigation drip system to water his plants while he 
was in the hospital and he said this will do for those days till I come home and water them 
good. He got sick one time before card night and it was to be held in his home,  I got a last     
minute call from Don asking if we could move cards to my house for tomorrow I said yes 
but I need the tables and chairs from Rick's house, so Don brought the tables and chairs 
and Rick sent all the goodies and drinks he was going to serve that day.   

Caroline Abughazaleh 

 

     Frank and I would like to express our heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of Rick 
Tracy.  Words cannot express our sadness and feelings of loss over the passing of our dear 
friend and lodge member.  Rick was so generous and giving of his time and his home for 
card night and book club meetings.  He was such an active and contributing member of our 
lodge.  He will be forever in our hearts as a wonderful and giving individual.  MAY HE REST 
IN PEACE.  We will miss you Rick.   

Frank and Louise Rossi 

 

     Rick truly added enjoyment to every Sons of Italy meeting.  Rick was one in a million. 
True, someone might take photos at the meetings but no one can replace the personality 
and warm character of Rick. I know we're not to have favorites but Rick definitely was one 
of my favorites! 

Edna Barnes 

 

     One of my favorite memories of Rick was when we went to Golden One Arena’s very first 
venue....Paul McCartney Concert.  We really had a good time and bought matching              
t-shirts.  Rick was one of the nicest people I’ve ever known. 

Pam Boes 
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     My memory comes under the heading: "A SINCERE good deed, is long remembered,            
especially by the person or people  receiving it" As a new member of the SOIA Rick had the 
ability to actually convince me, that it was so important to him, personally, that I would enjoy 
my time in "his lodge." He did this in many ways, from taking me along with him to so many 
of the club’s functions, in his vehicle, and to be sure I was made to feel at home, by including 
me in his large circle, of personal friends. He made me, and others feel so important and    
welcome.  His ability to convince ME, of the sincerity of these wishes, is a God Given Gift.  As 
you all know, it is not a common gift to give so much of yourself to others. From the bottom 
of my heart, God Bless You, Rick Tracy.                           

Rod Neubert 

     The news of Ricks demise was very devasting and the first thought that came to mind was 
“He was such a gentle friendly soul”.  Rick cherished the role of Nonno as evidenced whenever 
he spoke of his grandchildren.  He has the patience of a saint whether he was setting up his 
winter village, taking and displaying pictures of Sons of Italy activities or hosting card parties 
at his house.  Always smiling…we will miss you Rick.   

Lina Cradduck 

     Rick Tracy, I cannot think of words to describe him.  I guess words like thoughtful, loving, 
giving, sharing, supporting, helpful, happy, friendly just to mention a few that come to mind.  
We feel so blessed to have shared his friendship. His passing leaves a deep sense of loss.   

Richard and Helen Barker 

     I am saddened to read and see his picture. I always loved seeing Rick at our meetings and 
chatting with him. Such a kind and giving man and gentle in spirit. May he rest On Eagles 
Wings.   

Steve Nadeau 

     What sad news this is! Rick was such a sweet, kind and generous man. He was such an       
important part of the Sons of Italy organization and will be greatly missed for a very long 
time. 

Kate McBride 

     Thank you for sharing the news about Rick Tracy.  Being some of your newer members we 
did not know Rick to the degree most of the "old-timers". We did enjoy being at his home this 
past Christmas for the wonderful experience of everything Snoopy and that incredible village, 
along with his gracious hospitality! We are fortunate to have that as a special and fond 
memory of our Christmas time this past year and the man with the camera!  Who can forget 
Rick Tracy? 

Lynn and Ken Gallagher 

     I appreciate that you took pictures at our events and that you shared them with everyone.  
It was nice to sit next to you at the last Columbus Dinner.  Thank you for sharing how you 
found your ancestors via the internet.   

Nancy Santos 

     Thank you, Rick, for all you did for our organization.  Thanks also for the pictures you took. 
We have a lot of memories with your pictures. 

Leo and Nancy Giovannetti 

 

 

 

 

     I shall always remember him as a good friend and wonderful human being with a great and 
giving spirit. He will be missed by all of us.   

Sue Bell 
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     Thank you for the opportunity to add our thoughts on Rick Tracy's passing. It was our     
pleasure to know him. His smile and enthusiasm, easy, positive manner made him an       
instant friend. We knew him through the Lodge but once we had met, we seemed to run 
into him all over town! He always had a recipe, story or reminiscence to share. It was a   
special joy to see him and he'd leave you with a smile in your heart. He was a pillar of the 
Lodge and of the community. We're all better for having known Rick Tracy. RIP  

Brenda and Frank Mossa 

 

     "A golden heart stopped beating, hardworking hands at rest, God broke our hearts to 
prove to us He only takes the best." 

Pat Galli 

 

Richard Tracy 

May 10th 1942—July 12th 2020 
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     THIS SPACE AVAILABLE FOR  

     $60 FOR ONE YEAR—12 ISSUES 

     OF THE LA VOCE NEWSLETTER 

     FOR INFORMATION CONTACT  

     DON CRADDUCK 707-372-5151 
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Northern Solano Lodge #2534 

3340 Peppertree Drive 

Fairfield, California 

94533 


