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LA VOCE 
 Febbraio 2021 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

      Where were you?  On January 21st our Lodge held its first regular meeting and Installation of the new 
officers for the current term.  Needless to say, we were not able to meet in person but did so via our 
computers and cell phones.  We can officially say we are now Zoomers!  It was nice reconnecting and 
seeing faces of other members and some of their pets as well.  As we progress thru the year, we plan on 
holding our monthly meetings and board meetings in this manner and look forward to more of our 
brothers and sisters joining in.  Mark is very well versed in this technology and will be considered as our 
official “Zoom Coordinator”.    
     Mark arranged to have Barbara Wizniewski, our State 1st Vice President and Lori Rossi our State        
Recording Secretary conduct our installation ceremony for the new Lodge Officers.  The following     
officers were installed: Don Cradduck-President, Laure DeVincenzi Nichols-Vice President, Mark Rossi-
Immediate Past President, Susan Cahan-Orator, Shirley Firpo-Recording Secretary, Carol Urban-Financial 
Secretary, Jerry Firpo-Treasurer, Rory Nichols-Guard, Ken Gallagher-Master of Ceremonies, Lynn            
Gallagher-Mistress of Ceremonies, Jeanne Cradduck-Trustee, Frank Mossa-Trustee, Lauretta Graham-
Trustee.  The following members will be installed at a later date:  Bob Pendleton-Trustee, Pam Boes-
Trustee, and Dominic DiFabio-Chaplain. As you can see we have several new members on our board this 
year who will bring new ideas with them to move our Lodge forward.   
     Speaking of the future, even with the inability to meet as a group and hold normal fundraiser we did 
manage to raise funds for our Assist-A-Grad scholarship program.  Sue Cahan is in contact with the      
program and we have funded three $1000 scholarships this year in memory of Rose Simonds, Laurel 
Holmboe and Carol Jones.  Pat Galli has also included a $1000 scholarship in memory of Al Galli.  
     In every issue of our the La Voce we have a very important segment chaired by Sharon Rico called 
“Sunshine”.  Sharon reaches out to fellow brothers and sisters every month sending a variety of cards to 
those who are in our thoughts.  The only way she knows who to send cards out to is YOU.  If anyone is 
aware of a member who is sick, injured or hospitalized or going thru a rough period in their life please 
give her a call and let her know.   Let’s make this a Lodge New Years Resolution, one that I know we can 
all easily keep.  
     On February 11th we will be holding our first Board Meeting of the year.  Since we need to audit the 
books, we will have those board members who are willing to attend, meet at the Odd Fellows Lodge at 
805 Main Street in Suisun. We have plenty of room and will social distance as needed.   For those        
officers who would prefer not to physically attend we will also zoom the meeting so all can have input. 
All members are invited to attend board meetings as guests.  If you have any items you would like        
addressed contact Don or Laure prior to the meeting.   Board members will be receiving an email with   
details regarding this meeting.  
     Hopefully this new year will bring some return to normalcy and we will be able to start to resume life 
as normal.  In the meantime, it is up to us to make contact with fellow members by making a phone call.  
If you receive a call then pay it forward and make a call.  Look at the birthday list and take some time to 
call them on their birthday, even if you do not know them.  It is easy and does not take much time and 
you get to  connect with your fellow brothers and sisters.  We are in the process of updating the roster 
and will be emailing it  to members when ready.                
Fraternally,  Don 
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Buon Anniversario 

Happy Anniversary to all members who are celebrating this month. Please  let  Don 
know of  your special  occasion  so we  can share  with your  Lodge Brothers and 
Sisters. 

Happy February Birthdays  

Eloise Reed               1st  

Lori Rossi                   1st  

Lisa Hambright        3rd  

Francesca Bruno     4th  

 February  8th  Food Bank-call Joy Bruno if you would like to help 

 February 11th   Board meeting via Zoom. 
 
 February 18th   Lodge meeting via Zoom.  
 
 May 6th—9th  Dixon May Fair Fundraiser 
 
  

     LOOKING FOR HELP 

1. Brothers and Sisters:  Looking forward to working with our  new slate of officers but we  need 
to fill one more board position, our Lodge Historian.  The duties are to compile and keep the        
records of the history of the local lodge.  In reality it involves taking pictures at our meetings and 
any    function involving the lodge.  As a member of the board you would attend quarterly board 
meetings.  This is a great way to get involved and bring new ideas to better your lodge.  Contact 
Don to become part of the team.    

2. In 2021 we are looking for an  Italian Heritage Coordinator, someone who can research stories 
of our  heritage and submit them to our La Voce editor.   We could form a committee and have 
members sharing the responsibilities. Talk to your amici (friends) in the lodge and work together 
on this project.  It could be fun.   

3. Are you creative?  Like to put words to paper?  Want to find a way to contribute to your 
Lodge?  We need you!!  Each month the Il Leone newspaper inserts articles and pictures from 
each of the local Lodges.  Check out your next Il Leone to see examples of what other lodges 
submit.  We would like to  have our lodge represented each month in this publication.   

Call Don at 707-372-5151 for further information. 

Andy Canova  15th 

Noah Rossi   15th  

Ray  Simonds  18th 

 Our apologies to Vincenzo Frugoli       
for missing his birthday Jan 4th. 
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Good Morning Everyone: 

 A card was sent to Pat Galli for a broken ankle. 

The new year has started out slowly. We are so fortunate that the Covid 19 
vaccine is available and many of our members have already had the injections.  

 Meanwhile, wear your masks, wash your hands and practice social distancing. 
There is a light at the end of the tunnel.  

 Take care, stay safe and stay well. 

 Sharon Rico, Sunshine  707-761-0431 

SUNSHINE 

JANUARY 2021 UPDATE SOIA MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 

It is time to update our Lodge’s roster so please check your name, address, phone number 
and email (if included) to see if it is correct.  

Contact Kathy Castillo at luvcats4u@aol.com with any changes.    

    La Festa Degli Innamorati  

Everyone knows that Italians are in love with love. Italians like nothing        
better than news of an engagement or wedding. Stroll through any town      
in Italy and you will see lovers entwined, oblivious to the world around                                         
them, crowds coo-ing over a baby's pram, elderly couples strolling hand    in 
hand. 

Saint Valentine known as Saint Valentine of Rome was a widely recognized 
3rd-century Roman saint, commemorated in Christianity on February 14th. 
From the High Middle Ages his Saints' Day has been associated with a          
tradition of courtly love.   

One legend says that  Valentine was a priest who served during the third   
century in Rome. When Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made 
better soldiers than those with wives and families, he outlawed marriage for 
young men.   Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius 
and continued to perform marriages for young lovers in secret. Claudius     
ordered Valentine to be put to death when his actions were discovered. 

But he wasn't finished yet. While in prison he became friends with one of his 
jailers, who had a daughter was unable to see.  In an act later defined as a 
miracle, St Valentine restored her sight and his jailer converted to Christiani-
ty. Still that's not the end of the story. The day before his  execution Valen-
tine wrote a letter to the daughter, expressing his regard for both her and 
her father. He signed it "Your Valentine". 

And so the Valentine's day tradition of the eighteenth century of   letter    
writing and sending cards, was born and has remained part of the culture of 
Italy and the world ever since. 
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RATES FOR ADDS IN LA VOCE 

 

BUSINESS CARD  $ 60.00        12 ISSUES 

1/3 PAGE  $100.00        12 ISSUES 

1/2 PAGE  $120.00        12 ISSUES 

FULL PAGE  $160.00        12 ISSUES 

 

 

FOR INFORMATION PLACING 

YOUR ADD PLEASE CONTACT  

LINDA FEINS AT 
lfeins@sbcglobal.net 
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Northern Solano Lodge #2534 

3340 Peppertree Drive 

Fairfield, California 

94533 


