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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
Brothers and Sisters, it’s been over thirteen months since we were able to get together and
spend time with fellow lodge members at our monthly Lodge meetings. Good news, the Fairfield
Adult Recreation Center has informed us we may once again meet with some restrictions. At our
first in person meeting on May 20th, we are planning on serving pizza and salad so don’t forget to
bring a raffle prize to help defray the expense of the meal. After considering social distancing rules,
it was determined at this time we can accommodate up to 65 members in attendance at our
meeting. We are working with the senior center on the necessary protocol which will include:
reservations, (members only no guests at this time), social distancing, masks, health waivers and
temperature checks. If you would like to join in our first actual meeting of 2021, please call me at
707-372-5151 to be added to the reservation list. Reservations are mandatory.
On April 27th we held our quarterly board meeting and discussed several upcoming activities we
have planned. Included in this issue of La Voce will be information on joining Rory and Laure Nichols
for a culinary event: a Virtual Dinner via zoom. The board is also working on other ways to raise
funds to continue our scholarship programs and other community needs. Laure is researching the
creation of a Lodge cookbook so dust off some of those old family favorites and share them with us.
We are planning on donating gift cards to the Fisher House at Travis AFB and will be asking
members at the meeting for their approval.
Kay Locatelli has arranged for an “Out to Lunch” activity to be held on May 5th at the Jelly Belly
picnic area in Fairfield. The cafeteria is open and has a great selection of food and drink for
purchase or if you would like you may bring your own lunch instead. I don’t know about you, but it
is hard for me to pass up the many flavors of Jelly Beans they have there. If you have any questions
just give Kay a call at 422-2518 and leave a message and she will return your call.
With all the changes the senior class had to endure we were saddened to find out that only one
student had applied for one of our four scholarships. The Assist a Grad program will hold the funds
that were not used in reserve and we will be able to use them next year. If all goes well, we may
even be able to give out extra scholarships next year.
Some more exciting news for the card players among us, we scheduled the lodge’s Card Night for
June 24th. I know that’s a while away, but those who enjoy a good game will be counting the days.
Ciao a tutti, hope to see many of you on May 2oth at our meeting. Don
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Happy May Birthdays
Kay Locatelli

6th

Lorena Vicente

8th

Caroline Abughazaleh

9th

Sue Trapani

14th

Don Cradduck

23rd

Buon Anniversario
Happy Anniversary to all members who are celebrating this month. Please
let Don know about your special occasion so we can share with your
Lodge Brothers and Sisters.

June 17th

Regular Lodge Meeting at the
Adult Recreation Center

June 24th

Card night at Caroline Abughazaleh

Activities for May
May 5th

Out to Lunch will meet at the picnic area of Jelly Belly at 12:30 in Fairfield. The
cafeteria is open for food or drink purchases or you may bring your own. Call
Kay Locatelli at 707-422-2518 and leave a message. She will return your call.

May 2oth

FIRST LODGE MEETING IN 2021!!! We are limited to the first 65 members who
RSVP. Guests will be placed on a waiting list. Call Don at 707-372-5151 to
reserve your seat. Please bring a raffle prize to be include in our drawing.

May 26th

Una Cena Italiana Virtuale (see article in this La Voce).

May ???

Food Bank, date to be scheduled.

Happy Mother’s Day
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Table decorations for May will be done by Olga Perez and Nancy Santos.

SUNSHINE
Hello to everyone, cards were sent to:
Rod Neubert

Thinking of You

Lucy Beeler

Get Well

Hugs, Sue Petty
Please remember to contact Sue if you have knowledge of a member that might need to be
sent a card. Call 707-448-7848 and leave a message.

Membership Drawing
Our April winner for a free year’s membership drawing was Maria Roberto. Unfortunately,
Maria was not logged into our Zoom meeting so she did not win the prize.

Una Cena Italiana Virtuale

On May 26th Laure and Rory Nichols will share one of their favorite Italian recipes, Chicken
Picatta, with us via zoom. This may prove to be one of the easiest ways to spend a few hours
with many of your fellow brothers and sisters together in the Italian way. Cooking, having a
little vino and socializing. Below is a brief scenario as to the timetable for this event. Please be
sure to call 760-525-6530 or email misslaure03@gmail.com for information or to be put on the
list to receive the shopping list prior to our dinner night.
Schedule
5:30 pm

Zoom meeting opens.
Members can join meeting and socialize while setting out and
premeasuring everything needed for dinner.

6:00 pm

Everyone starts cooking, led by Laure DeVincenzi-Nichols.
Dinner will take about 30 minutes to prepare and cook.

6:30 pm

Dinner is served. Folks can exit Zoom and eat in peace or they can stay in
Zoom and continue to socialize and dine together.

7:00 pm

Zoom meeting closed.
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I am from the west coast; born in Oakland, California yet raised in Vallejo, California. My
Italian blood stems from San Piero Patti, Sicily (grandparents), from San Vito Lo Capo, Sicily
(one parent), and Castano Primo, a city just outside of Milan, Italy (the other parent).
I was exposed to the Order of Sons & Daughters of Italy in America because of a grandfather
and of my parents as they all had been members for some time; thus, I became a member in
1972. I attended my first convention in 1965 as well as held these various positions: Chaplain,
Guard, Mistress of Ceremonies, Trustee, Recording Secretary, Financial Secretary, Orator, Vice
President, and President. Yes, I am quite the active member!
I have traveled to Alaska, Hawaii, and across the United States twice from Fairfield, California
to Gloucester, Maine. Courtesy of my husband’s career in the United States Army, I lived in
Texas, Washington, and Germany.
I am a widow. I have a sister and a brother. I also have three daughters, four grandsons and
one granddaughter, and two great-grandsons.
My career experiences have ranged from being a Bodily Injury Secretary for American
Automobile Association (AAA) to owning a business for fifteen years as well as working a
secretary to the principal for the Fairfield-Suisun Unified School District.
I enjoy the company of my family, the reading of a good book, baking and cooking delicious
treats and meals, and crocheting.
An interesting, fun fact about me is that while stationed in Germany, I befriended a local
German girl (she was dating a soldier who worked with my husband). When our guys were
away on military business, she would bring me to little stores and places of interest; educating
me of the best places to purchase tasty breads, pastries, and wine. I just allowed her to do all
the talking! We were even hired at a clothing factory, sorting clothes to be sent to different
towns throughout Europe. After one week of employment, we realized that it cost us more to
travel to work than the pay received from work!
Hints: I share the same first name as that of an Italian-American actress who is well known for her
role in the daytime drama All My Children; nicknamed ‘La Lucci’. My last name is the acronym for
the official public health alerting and notification program for the State of California known as
California Health Alert Network.
Congratulations to Don Cradduck who was the lucky winner in our
“Who Am I” section of the La Voce. If you do not know who Rory is,
here is his picture.

Remember you cannot win a prize if you do not enter a guess for the Who Am I drawing at the
next meeting. For the month of May if you are not attending the meeting, you can still enter your
name in the drawing by calling Laure at 760-525-6530 and she will enter your guess for you.
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MEALS AT OUR MEETINGS
Being able to have our Lodge meet in person again brings up another issue we need to address.
While we all enjoy the wonderful meals our volunteer chefs prepare, we need to find another
crew to assist Frank Rossi and his team with this task. We know cooking for a large group is not a
talent many have experience in but hopefully one of you has and would be willing to start
a second cooking crew for our Lodge. We have many members who want to work on a second
team but we need to find a team leader first. If you have any questions, please call Don at
707-372-5151.

Hello fellow lodge members! Our lodge wishes to create an Italian Cook Book filled with
delicious recipes as a fundraiser for the lodge. First and foremost, we need to create a
committee of individuals who wish to participate in this project. The online cook book company
https://www.morriscookbooks.com appears to rate extremely well and perhaps will be our
choice. The idea is to complete this project in late Fall for an early holiday sale (Christmas gifts).
If you have any questions or would like to be a part of this committee please contact Laure` at:
MissLaure03@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER
This month we are sending out our latest membership roster. Special thanks
from all of us to Cathy Castillo for taking on this task. If in the future you have
any changes, please let Cathy know and she will keep a master updated copy
for future distribution. (Her number is in the roster) It is in PDF format so all
should be able to print a copy or download onto your computers.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
I am sad to tell you that I am moving back to my hometown in MA. My family has
long asked me to move back to be closer to them. I have enjoyed my time in the
lodge and will miss you all and I will always remember you. Please stay in touch via
e-mail and later I will send my new address.

God Bless,
Sue Bell
We are so sad to have Sue leave us but happy that she will be with her family. Sue is one of our
charter members and we will miss her. Please keep in touch.
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The day itself centers around activities bringing the family together. In most families,
though not all, mother is not allowed to do any housework or cooking on her special
day.
Breakfast will be made for her - generally fresh pastries and coffee. Young children will
give usually home made gifts of cards and fresh flowers and it's a tradition for young
children to write a poem in school, to be given on the day.
Lunch will be held either in the family home or, increasingly, at a local restaurant. This
has become the most popular day of the year in Italy to dine out. The meal is always
rounded off with a sweet cake, sometimes in the shape of a heart but increasingly these
days - cupcakes.
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RATES FOR ADDS IN LA VOCE

FOR INFORMATION PLACING

BUSINESS CARD $ 60.00

12 ISSUES

1/3 PAGE

$100.00

12 ISSUES

1/2 PAGE

$120.00

12 ISSUES

FULL PAGE

$160.00

12 ISSUES
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Northern Solano Lodge #2534
3340 Peppertree Drive
Fairfield, California
94533
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